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Interfacial Boundary between the Capital and
Provincial Officials in Ancient Chinese Asterisms

AHN Sang-Hyeon (Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute)

Abstract. Ancient Chinese asterisms are thought to have been arranged in
a celestial bureaucracy. Especially, asterisms are thought to belong to either
capital officials (¥ &) or provincial officials (#}). In the 3rd century,
Chenzhuo (&%) compiled the Astronomical Canon of Three Schools (=&
E#& San Jia Xing Jing) by collecting information about asterisms preserved
by the three major schools. In the Canon, only the asterisms of Wuxian (&
/&) school are listed without distinguishing between the two groups of
officials. Thus, those asterisms could not have been used to clarify under
what criteria those two kinds of officials was distinguished. In this paper,
the asterisms of the Wuxian school are separated into the two groups of
officials by using references from additional literatures such as Cheonji
Seosangji (R¥u3%# %) of the Silla dynasty and the two astronomical trea-
tises of Chenshu (&%) and Suishu (F52&) written by Li Cunfeng in the ear-
ly Tang dynasty. Then, all the asterisms in each group of officials, as well
as 28 lunar lodges are plotted on the star-chart of Cheonsang-yeolcha-bu-
nyajido (R%%|:k 5% 2 B) with different marks. We find that in Chinese
asterisms capital officials had been separated from provincial officials by an
interfacial belt made of the 28 lunar lodges. This finding seems under-
standable because the 28 lunar mansions had been regarded as feudal lords
ruling provincial states in the ancient Chinese astronomy.

Keywords. San Jia Xing Jing =R Z4E, capital officials ¥ ¥, provincial officials
9V, Cheonji Seosangji RH3%#¥E, Chenshu &%, Suishu F5Z



