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AT AL AF SFL ez AR 24N et Aot
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“Teiji Takagi, Founder of the Japanese School of Modern Mathematics,” Japanese
Journal of Mathematics 21 (2007), 153.

u Ibid, 151-152.
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16 David E. Rowe, “Klein, Hilbert, and the Géttingen Mathematical Tradition,” Osiris
5 (1989), 186.
17 Ibid, 202. B 219 AR 8k 194719} 204171 8+ T Bl 9T 9]
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9t} David E. Rowe, “Jewish Mathematics’ at Gottingen in the Era of Felix Klein,”
Isis 773 (1986), 444~ 445
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A5t Ibid, 444-446.

19 David E. Rowe, op. cit. (cit. n. 16), 213.
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192218 PIATE Tfstell ] ERjsto g WAL SIS S5t
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(1996), 67-68.
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The Dissemination of Mathematics and the Role
of South Korean Mathematicians in Postcolonial
South Korea: The Cases of Yoon Sik Choi and
Rimhak Ree

Ro Sang-ho (Ewha Womans University)

Abstract. This article analyzes the historical transformation of math educa-
tion in South Korea before and after 1945. Two prominent Korean mathe-
maticians of post-1945 South Korea, Yoon Sik Choi and Rimhak Ree, are
the cases in point. The two mathematicians received their higher education
in mathematics and physics at prewar Japanese universities, Tokyo Imperial
University and Keijo Imperial University, respectively. Their colonial back-
ground did not block them from achieving a hegemonic position in math
education and research in post-liberation South Korea. Choi graduated
from Tokyo Imperial University, where Takagi Teiji taught. Takagi studied
at the University of Gottingen with David Hilbert and Felix Klein. The
Gottingen group emphasized the synthesis of algebra and geometry and in-
itiated the so-called “Klein Reform.” The Klein Reform entered colonial
Korea through the Japanese Empire during World War II. The Japanese
mathematicians positioned functions at the center of math education. It is
striking that the two former colonial elites, Choi and Ree, successfully
claimed their intellectual leadership among South Koreans by resuming the
Japanese wartime curriculum reform in the name of universal mathematics.
So, postcolonial math education in South Korea was redefined by former
colonial elites who selectively borrowed from the colonial system.

Keywords. Yun Sik Choi, Rimhak Rhee, Takagi Teiji, postcolonial math ed-
ucation in South Korea, Klein Reform, New Mathematics
Movement



