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Anumber of early Qing writers expressed, in
a variety of documents, their view that the
Western sciences had originated in China, ?

rabzalsha}absl ], A 148 A 135 (1992)

They quote Sima Qian to describe the downfall
of the worthy learnings of the Golden Antiquity
atthe end of the Chou Dynasty, ? A branch was
alleged to have spread at this time to the west
and to have developed steadily there while the
trunk withered at home, The sciences brought
from Europe by the Jesuits, or their worthy
parts, were therefore not really alien, They
were Chinese in essence,

It was an argument to legitimate the introdu-
ction of the European sciences, ¥ The principal
anti-Western pretext had been their non-Chine-
se origin, ¥ The validity of certain aspects of
Western astronomy and mathematics, howev-
er, were self -evident to those who expertised
in them, In the most prestigious official busin-
essoftimemanagement, the Westernelements
proved in dispensable bythe early years of the
Kang-xireign, Awaywasneededtoaccommo-
date these elements in the system of Chinese
orthodoxy,

Itistobenoted thattheargumentwas forwar-
ded primarily by specialists in the sciences in
question, not by ideologues on either side,
These specialists were in a neutral position,
anxious only to facilitate the advancement of
the sciences in line with the demands of the
time, They did not care very much about the
ultimate superiority of either party,

Yet, the remaining question is, where did it
start from? Isuggestthe case of LiGuang-di as
a clue to this question, ® As successor of Xu
Guang-qi, faithful as he was to the Jesuit
collaborators, Lihad neither the charisma nor
thestatus of Xu, He was continuouslyforcedto

1) Many of these documents are included in Ruan Yuan, Chow-ren zhuanin excerpts,

2) Skt Introduction to “Lishy’,

3) G, Wong's “China’s Opposition to Western Science - -" (ISI54-1, 1963) looks ilrdirected,

4) The most typical is Yang Guangxian's Fe-de-
5} Chow-ren zhuan, ch, 40,
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negotiate with hostile or indifferent people to
keepthecalendricalprojectalive, Itislikelythat
much of Li's standpoint had been prescribed by
Xu,

Much has recently been revealed of the
syncretistic attitudes of Xu and his prominent
contemporary converts, ® They are suggested
to have influenced Matteo Ricciin the formula-
tion of FuTu-lun, By close examination, it can
be seen that these two arguments share the
same basic structure, and the same practical
purposes, too, Figurism, alater variation of Fu
-ru-lun, revealsevenmorestrikingresemblanc-
es to Xi-vi-dong-yuan-lun,
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6) Important works in this direction include J, Gernet, Chine ¢f Chriskianisme(1982) and N, Standaert (PHHR L 13), THRES—WAKTHIE

#,(1987),



