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Ce volume porte a la fin I'indication suivante: En
1377, 4 la bonzerie de Heung-tek ${# hors (du chef-
lieu) du district de caractéres fondus. Si cette indic
altion est exacte, les caractéres fondus, c’est-a-dire
mobile, auraient é1é en usage vingt-six ans avant le
décret du roi Htai-tjong (n“1673), qui se fait gloire
de I'invention des types mobiles.

M. Courant, Supplément @ La Bibliographie Cor-
éenme. (Jusqu'en 1899), Paris, 1901.

7k gApeRE] 2], Vol 1, No. 1 (1979)
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The use of the Korean metal type spread gradually
to China (end of
(1596). In Korea itself was completely stopped from
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fifteenth century) and to Japan

1544 to 1770.... We cannot prove the existence of
Korean typography in the first half of the fourteenth
century; on the other hand, the date of the revival
1403 is sure; typography was thus practiced in

Korea on gigantic scale, a full generation before
Gutenberg,
G. Sarton, Introduction to the History of Science.

Vol. 1Il, Pt. I, Baltimore, 1948, p. 1563.

Transmission of Certain Techniques from China to the West

Approximate minimum

China Europe time-lag in centuries
Period of experiment First precise date First precise date
‘paper 105 1150 10
printing with wood sixth 740 c. 1400 6
-or metal blocks century
printing with 1045 e (4)*
movable type (earthenware)
Printing with c. 1340 1392 c. 1440 1
movable metal type (Korea)
Amplified from Table 8 in J. Needham, Science hnologies is not proved, circumstantial evidence

.and Civilisation in China. Vol. I, Cambridge, 1954,
p. 242,

C. Singer, “Epilogue. East and West
pect,” C. Singer et al., eds. A History of Techno-
logy. Vol. 1I, 1957, pp. 770- 771.

sk Needham

- several techniques had been practised in China,

in Retros-

Japan, and Korea very much earlier, and though

.the connection between the eastern and western tec-

supports it.

There is no evidence that the art of typography
reached Europe from Asia, though the establishment
in Korea of a type-foundry and the publication there
in 1409 of a book printed from metal types show an
interesting parallelism of development. There are,
however, strong indications that the idea of printing
from a prepared surface came to FEurope from the

Far East, and the actual technique may have been
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imported.

M. Clapham, “Printing” in C. Singer et al., eds., A
History of Technology, Vol. IlI, London, 1964, p. 378.

There is no dispute that China has the priority
also for the invention of movable-type printing in
the late +11th century, ---The first Chinese type
faces were made of earthenware; later, the Koreans,
nearly a century before Gutenberg, used founts of
Chinese characters cast in bronze.

J. Needham, op. cit., p. 23In.

... the independent invention of metal type in
Korea in +1240 and

. its intensive use there after —+1390.

J. Needham, Clerks and Craftsmen in China and
the West. Cambridge, 1970, p. 33.

The Chinese written language consists of syllables,
not of individual letters; thus the printing with
movable type, which began in that country in the
thirteenth and in Korea in the fourteenth century,
was a development from the block printing” of
pictures, which had been in use in Far Eastern co-
untries for several centuries.

E. Larsen, A History of Invention. London,1961,
p. 244.

Printing with movable wooden type was originally
a Chinese invention of the eleventh century. Movable
metal types were first used by the Koreans in the
fourteenth century. It was introduced into Europe in
the mid fifteenth century and spread extraordina-
rily rapidly, first for prayers and then for books.

J.D. Bernal, Science in History. Il ed., Vol. 1,
Harmondsworth, 1969, p. 327.

In China, printing from wooden blocks, a separate
block being cut for each page, appeared in the oth
century, A.D., printing from movable wooden chara-
cters in the 11th century, and from movable metal
type(in Korea) in the 14th century.

A.C. Crombie, Augustine to Galileo. Vol. 1, Har-

mondsworth, 1969, p. 209.
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