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ABSTRACT

In 1882 Treaty of Peace, Amity, Commerce, and Navigation was concluded between the
Kingdom of Korea and the United States of America. The next year, the first American
minister to the Kingdom arrived in Seoul. In response, the Korean Government dispatched a
Special Mission, consisting of eight Koreans and three foreigners, to the U.S. This was the
first diplomatic mission ever sent by Korea to a Western nation.

The Korean Mission arrived in San Francisco by a steamer on September 2, 1883 and
traveled east by railroad. On September 18, the members of the Mission were formally rece-
ived by President Chester A. Arthur in a New York hotel, when the Korean Ambassador
presented the King's letter and the credentials to the President. On the same day the Mission
embarked on inspection tours to three cities — Boston, New York, and Washington.

They arrived in Boston in the early morning of September 19, 1883 and checked into the
Hotel Vendome, owned and managed by Col. J.W. Wolcott. On the day of their arrival, they
visited the two industrial fairs then in progress in Boston: the Foreign Exhibition and the
American Exposition. Forty-odd countries from all over the world took part in the foreign
fair. Korea had a few objects of porcelain and china, as well as exhibits of the country's
resources on display here. This was the first Korean participation in an international event.

* 198213 94U 30U A4 19824 104 30¢ AlAAF.



4 (g5 gags2), 443 41501982

During the day they were also shown to several points of interest in the Boston area.

On September 20, the Mission accepted Col. Wolcott's invitation to visit his large and well-
known farm in Canton. There, the members of the Mission viewed the exhibition and operation
of the modern agricultural machinery and the farm facilities. They also inspected the livest-
ock and the produce of the farm. Back in Boston, they visited a theater in the evening.

On September 21, the party traveled to Lowell by railway and inspected the textile mills
of four leading manufacturing companies of the city. Lowell, built in the 1820's, was the
first city of the American industrial revolution. The city was named after a Boston merchant
and amateur industrial spy, Francis Cabot Lowell, who memorized the design of the power
loom on his trip to England and later reproduced it on his return to Boston. Here the mem-
bers of the Mission witnessed the mass production of goods by machines powered by energy
sources (canal water power and steam engine) and the concentration of labor in factories. In
addition to the textile mills, a patent medicine factory was also visited.

On September 22, they called on the Governor of Massachusetts in the State House and
the Mayor of Boston at the City Hall. They also visited other public institutions, including
some public schools. In the afternoon, they were entertained at the home of Percival Lowell,
the Foreign Secretary of the Mission. The Mission’s whereabouts on September 23 are not
known and the party went back to New York on September 24. The Mission’s visit to the
Boston area may well be regarded as the first significant event in the history of scientific
and technological interactions between Korea and the U.S.

While they were in Washington, after a few days of stay in New York, Ch'oe Kyéng-Sék,
one of the attachés, secured a large quantity of seeds of all descriptions from the U.S. Dep-
artment of Agriculture. On October 12, the Mission was given a farewell audience with
President Arthur. Yu Kil-Chun, another attaché of the Mission, remained in the U.S. to study
when the others left the country for Korea. He was the first Korean student in a western
country. Later he became a leading advocate of the Enlightenment movement in Korea and
stressed the importance of education in science and technology.

Ch’oe Kydng-Sok, upon his return to Korea, established and managed a government farm
near Seoul. The farm was operated quite successfully, and a large quantity of agricultural
machines and farming utensils were imported from the U.S. Californian cattle were also
imported io the farm later. Ch'oe’s sudden death in 1886, however, led to the decline of the
farm within a few years.

The three high officials of the Mission were deeply involved in the December 1884 coup;
one was gravely wounded, ancther killed, and the third fled to Japan and then to the U.S,
Pyon Su, a former attaché, was also actively involved in the coup. After the coup, he went
to Washington via Tokyo and later entered Maryland Agricultural College. He was graduated
from the College in 1891, and received a B.S. degree. Pydn, the first Korean college graduate,
was employed by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, but was killed later in the year in a
railway accident.
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On the same day, September 18th, the Special Mission still escorted by the officers detailed to accom-
pany them, took passage for Boston by the Fall River Line, arriving in that city at 7 A.M., on the foll-
owing morning. During the day they inspected the Foreign Exhibition and the Manufacturers’ Institute.

On the 20th of September, the model farm of M.J.W. Wolcott, was visited to witness the use of the
latest agricultural emprovements and to inspect the farm buildings. On the same day the Special Mission

were taken by railway to Lowell where the members were shown the process of manufacturing cotton
goods in the Roalt Mills, of carpet making in the Merrimach Manufacturing Company’s Mills, of making
print goods in the Lowell Manufacturing Company’s Mills, and of the manufacture of knitted underwear
and hose in the Lawrence Manufacturing Company’s Mills. The Manager of Ayre’s Patent Medicine Works,

also opened their establishment to the inspection of the Special Mission.

On September 22nd calls were made upon the Governor of Massachusetts and the Mayor of Boston and
various public institutions of the city were inspected. During the afterncon the members of the Special
Mission were entertained at the home of Mr. Lowell, the Foreign Secretary of the Mission, and cn the
‘24th of September they returned to New York.
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Boston Morning Journal September 20, 1883

THE COREAN EMBASSY
Its Arrival in Boston — Visits to the Expositions

The Corean Embassy arrived at Hotel Vendome Wednesday morning at 6,30 o'clock, via
the Fall River Line. The party consists of Min Yong 1k, the Envoy Extraordinary and Min-
ister Plenipotentiary of his Corean Majesty; Hing Yong Sik, the Vice Minister; So Koang
Pom, the secretary; Percival Lowell, Foreign Secretary; Woo Si Tang, interpreter; five
attachés of the Embassy, Isunigiro Miyaska, a Japanese acting as private secretary to the
Foreign Secretary, Lieutenant T.B.M. Mason, U.S.N,, and Ensign G.C. Foulk, US.N. As this
is the first Embassy ever sent from Corea, and as it is composed of prominent officers of
the Corean Government, much interest is naturally drawn toward it. It svisit tc this
country is in return of that made by Gen. Foote, who was sent by the United States to
Corea, and its chief object is supposed to be in relation to the new treaty being made between
the two Governments. Their style of dress is very peculiar. The head gear closely resembles a
Quaker hat, and is made of finely-split bamboo and silk threads woven together, making a
fine transparent network. This hat, or beaver, is worn only by those high in office, the others
wearing a hat, the crown of which is of horse hair, while the framework of the brim is the
same as the other. The distinction in rank is shown by the fabric of their head coverings.
The undress hats worn indoors have the appearance of a jelly tin, worked with the same
fabrics. The style of dressing the hair was copied from the Japanese twenty years ago. The
only difference between the two is that the Coreans leave their heads unshaved and allow
the top-knots to stand erect on the crown of the head, the whole being about three inches
in hight. Their faces resemble those of the Chinese and Japanese, yet differ materially from
either. The beard and moustache grows very sparsely. On either side of the face hang long
rows of amber beads, those of the high functionaries reaching down to the waist, while those
of the attaches meet under the chin. Their dresses, as seen in the hotel, were of white silk
of exquisite pattern, the coat being a short sack, with loose trousers gathered together about
the calves, and the legs encased in padded stockings. The shoes were somewhat like those
of the Chinese in appearance. Their outdoor costume was the same, with the exception of a
long robe or tunic of gaudy colors and exquisite pattern which completed their fantastic and
eccentric make-up. To this robe there is no uniform color of sleeves. Green and red sleeves
produce a singular effect on a black robe, as may be imagined. The colors do not denote any
rank; the caste feature is the hat. This must be worn by all the embassy and attaches when
official business is progressing, and also in the presence of callers.

The object of their visit to Boston is to attend the Foreign Exhibition. There is no regular
Corean exhibit, vet several samples of the work done by the natives and exhibits of the
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resources of the country have been sent. Informal calls were made on both Exhibitions during
the day.

During the day the Coreans were driven to various points of interest. At the American
Exhibition they manifested special interest in the North Carolina exhibit, particularly in the
raw cotton and the cotton seed. They expressed a great desire to secure a lot of seeds, and
stated that the only seeds which had reached their country were four, which were smuggled
in a bottle.

In the evening they visited the Foreign Exhibiticn, where they were courteously received
by the officers, and were shown through some of the principal places of attraction, displying
marked interest and curiosity.

The Dedham Transcript September 22, 1883

VISIT OF THE COREAN EMBASSY
TO MR. WOLCOTT’S FARM IN CANTON

by Granger Willis

The Corean Embassy, through whom the people of Corea have made their first attempt to
mingle with other nations, has been in Boston the past week for the purposs of visiting the
fairs. Mr. Wolcott, their host at Hotel Vendome, invited them to inspect his large and well
known farm in Canton: and on Thursday they accepted his invitation. The visitors consisted
of the Prince and six other Corean gentlemen, Mr. Mason of our navy and Mr. Foulk, the
interpreter. The embassy, in company with Mr. Wolcott, came out to Green Lodge station in
the cars; there a go-as-you-please, drawn by four horses awaited them and carried them to
the farm. After dinner, which was served in the beautiful cak grove, the farm was inspected.
The gentlemen were first shown the greenhouses, which interested them exceedingly, and
about which they asked the interpreter many questions. They then looked at the rye in the
silos and the grain which was being cut into fodder. They were especially pleased with the
sickles, which instruments were new to them, and were delighted when upon being shown an
ear of corn they finally mastered the name in the English tongue.

The piggeries of nine hundred pigs of all sizes were another point of interest, and the
sight of sixty-four cows in the carefully kept barns was evidently something with which they
were not familiar. They stroked the animals curiously, and looked admiringly at their fine
sleek coats. The liitle grand-daughter of Mr. Wolcott brought forward her autograph album,
in which the gentlemen placed their autographs in the Corean language, some of them writing
their names beneath in English characters.

The Coreans werce dressed in their national costumes. The robes were of different colors;
the prince and one other gentleman being clothed in royal purple, their shoes were much
like those of the Chinese; the hair was drawn up to the crown of the head and through a
tight-fitting bamboo skull cap into a tight bob. Over this they wore hats also of bamboo, the
brims about six inches wide and the crowns so arranged that the hair could be seen through
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them.

After visiting such a farm as Mr. Wolcott's the Corean Embassy will be well able to take
back to their country flattering reports of the wondrful results of civilization upon farming,

especially in America.

The Lowell Daily Critizen September 21, 1883

DISTINGUISHED FOREIGNERS
The Corean Embassy Visits Lowell and Views Its Wonders

This forenoon the members of the Corean embassy, now on a visit to this country, arrived
in Lowell and were conveyed in carriages to the Boott Mills, where they viewed with wonder
the manufacture of cotton. They were conducted through the various departments by Mr.
Cumnock. At noon they went to the Merrimack house, where they partook of dinner, and in
the afternoon they visited the Lowell company’s carpet work, where fresh material for won-
derment was furnished. They eXpressed themsleves as being highly delighted with all they
saw.

The party consists of Min Yong Ik, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary,Heung
Yung Sik, vice minister and seven attachés. They are accompanied by Chinese and Japanese
interpreters, and Mr. Percival Lowell, foreign secretary, and are in charge of Lieut. T.B.M.
Mason and Ensign G. C. Foulk of the United States navy. The embassy is the first of the
kind that ever visited any Christian country, and is sent here by the king of Corea, in ackn-
owledgement of the extreme friendly retations which exist between the two nations.

Last year Minister Foote succeeded in drawing up a treaty between the two countries, and
now the Corean government being desirous of opening up its rich country has sent the emba-
ssy to see what improvements can be introduced to develop the vast resourses which have
for so long lain dormant. The embassy was received by the president in New York on the
18th, and Lieut. Mason and Ensign Foulk were detailed to accompany the party. They reac-
hed Boston Wednesday, visiting the foreign exposition. Thursday they visited Col. Wolcott’s
farm in Dedham and were greatly edified and entertained by the exhibition and operation of
agricultural machinery. One of the attachés, a colonel in the Corean army, who is a distingui-
shed botanist in his own country, was delighted with the great floral display.

The Coreans wear a singular costume, and eat with their hats on. They are averse to
display; do not care to spend time in feasting, but are very anxious to see and learn every-
thing that will make them wiser. They are unassuming in their manners, and although the
Minister is a prince of the royal blood, they are as democratic in their actions as most
Americans. A little more than some. They enjoy Yankee diet, and are not averse to native

cigars.
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Official Catalogue, Foreign Exhibition, Boston 1883

THE AMERICAN EXHIBITION OF THE PRODUCTS,
ARTS, AND MANUFACTURES OF FOREIGN NATIONS

The original inception of this enterprise is due to the suggested World’s Fair of 1881.When
that undertaking was abandoned, there was still much interest felt in the subject, and a belief,
in the minds of many interested, that Boston presented special advantages for a large exhib-
ition. Under these circumstances, Gen. Norton, whose experience in connection with exhibitions
is quite extended, was invited to come on from Washington for the purpose of consultation
on the subject. The result of these interviews was the organization of THE FOREIGN EXH-
IBITION ASSOCIATION, — a corporation organized under the General Laws of the Comm-
onwealth of Massachusetts, U.S.A. Its charter is granted for the following purposes: —

“The general improvement of the manufacturing and mechanical interests of the United States, by
means of holding worthy and adequate exhibitions of foreign manufacturing, artistic, and industrial
productions; the improvement of educational facilities afforded to artisans; the providing of foreign
libraries of reference, for use at such exhibitions; the providing of lectures and discussions on subjects
of industry, science, and art; and the providing of all other proper means by which these objects

can be accompilshed.”

The Association will hold an Exhibition consisting exclusively of Foreign Arts, Products,
and Manufactures, in the city of Boston, to open Sept. 3, 1883, and to continue open not less
than three months. The advantages of such an exhibition to foreign manufacturers, and others
who may exhibit, must be apparent, while theie can be no question as to the interest which
it will awaken in the United States. This country has had no oppertunity since the Centennial
Exhibition, held over six years ago, to see the recent advance of foreign art and industry.
The National Government of the United States has manifested its interst in the enterprise
by legislation which will greatly facilitate the work of all interested, and will espzcially
lighten the expense to exhibitors.

The City of Boston is the metropolis of New England, and is the center of a population of
over three millions. [t is an important commercial port, and presents facilities for the delivery
of goods from foreign countries, which excel those of any former international exhibition. It
is a center from which radiate eight important lines of railway, connecting it with the entire
railway system of the United States and Canada, and bringing it into close connection with
every city and town in these countries. All the railway and other transportation companies
have signified their willingness to bring passengers to Boston at greatly reduced rates during
the progress of the Exhibition.

The building in which the Exhibition is held is centrally located, and of easy access from
all parts of the city. It has been erected at an expense of over half a million dollars, and is
constructed solely for exhibition purposes; it has every facility for the rapid and easy deliv-
ery of exhibits, and every possible convenience for visitors. It has electric lights in abundance,
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steam-power, water, gas, and two large halls for holding public meetings. It is so arranged
as to permit of the separate and distinct representation of every nation in a “court” or section
set apart for its exclusive use. It has, in all, over seven acres of floor space.

By an Act of Congress of the United States, approved by the President June 28, 1882, all
goods intended for this Exhibition are admitted to remain bond FREE OF DUTY while on
exhibition. At its close they may be sold upon payment of the duty, under the approval of
the Government of the Association.

No sales of the articles exhibited are allowed, except for delivefy at the close of the Exh-
ibition; but arrangements will be made by the Board of Directors for the sale of duplicates.
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