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A Study on the Exchange of Wooden-ship Treenails
in the Yi Dynasty

Kim Zae-Geun

Department of Naval Architecture,
College of Engineering, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT

Throughout the Yi Dynasty, treenails were used in almost all of the ship construction, and
they were exchanged in a certain period to prolong the life of vessels. Their regulations and
effects on the ship construction have been studied.

In the 4th King Se-iong era, they adopted the new construction method—double skin Chinese
method using steel nails. However in the next King Mun-jong era, they abondoned the com-
plicated Chinese method, and returned to their traditional single skin hull construction with
treenails. Since then, Yi Dynasty sticked on the treenail and they were periodically exchanged
in the hull constructions.

As a result they could prolong the life of vessels. However, Yi Dynasty lost the chance
to improve their traditional ship construction.
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