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<ABSTRACT>

The “Great History” of the Colony
and the Prestige of the Empire:

Wada Yuji’s Study on History of Korean Meteorology

MIYAGAWA Takuya
Program in History and Philosophy of Science

Seoul National University

Wada Yuji FlIHHEE (1859-1918), the first chief director of the meteorological network
in colonial Korea, wrote some books and papers on history of Korean meteorology in
1910s, which were the very first study on history of Korean science. In his writings, he
praised the invention of observation system and the long record of rainfall during the
Choson dynasty because such a long record could not be found anywhere else in the world.
At the same time he represented history of Korean meteorological projects as a part of
Japanese history, stating that “our country [Japan] must be proud of them.” Such
expression was possible because Wada was influenced by intellectual tendency of the
historians of Orient in Meiji Japan, and he believed that he was obligated to represent the
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great legacy instead of the “uncivilized” Korean people, who he thought were incapable of
studying and representing their history by themselves. Also by decontextualizing the
meteorological history and data from the historical context of Choson, Wada could describe
them as Japanese history of science. As a result, the decontextualized history of Korean

meteorology functioned as one noteworthy element of the Japanese empire for cultural

opposition to the Western empires.
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