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Reexamination of the Astronomical Records in
Samguk sagi that Depended on Chinese Sources

JUN Yong Hoon (The Academy of Korean Studies)

Abstract. To reexamine the authenticity of astronomical records in Samguk
sagi, this paper analyzes two types of records in particular formats: 1) the
records displaying dates by sexagesimal signs, and 2) the records informing
the positions of astronomical phenomena regarding the constellations. My
analysis shows that all records with sexagesimal date signs have corre-
sponding records in Chinese historical books. This implies that the sex-
agesimal date signs were added to the original records, when Samguk sagi
was compiled in 1145, using the information available in corresponding
Chinese records. All records informing the positions of astronomical phe-
nomena regarding the constellations, before the late 7th century of uni-
fication, except for two cases, have Chinese corresponding records. This
implies that the constellations were also added, when Samguk sagi was
edited, to the original records by adopting those positional information
specified in the corresponding Chinese records.

Keywords. Samguk sagi, solar eclipse, astronomical record, Chinese corre-
spondent record, sexagesimal date sign, constellation



