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A Study of the Classification of Korean Potsherds by the
Analysis of Trace-Constituent Elements
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Department of Chemistry, Hanyang University
ABSTRACT

Samples of 42 potsherds and 4 porcelainsherds have been collected randomly from the middle part
of Korean Peninsula for the determination of 17 trace-constituent elements by neutron activation an-
alysis using a Ge(Li) detector and a computer system. The samples have been classified by the hi-
erarchical centroid sorting method.

All of the potsherds were found to be classified into a group within dissimilarity of 24%  with
an exception which was deduced to have come from the Yongnam area. This result shows that two
parts of the Peninsula were isolated completely from each other. Only two among four porcelain-
sherds formed a distinct group with dissimilarities of 37% each other, but 55% with potsherds re-
spectively.
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