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A Study on the Islamic Star Tables of Kashyar
Included in the Manuscripts of the Ming and
Qing Period

LEE Eun Hee (Yonsei University)
MIHN Byeong Hee (Korea Astronomy and Space Science Institute)

Abstract. Madkhal, a book on the Astrology of Kuashyar ibn Labban
(963-1029) was one of the Arabic manuscripts presented to the Kubilai
Khan (1215-1294) of Yuan China in 1267 by Jamal al-din, astronomer of
Buhara. His book was first translated into Chinese in 1383 by Islamic as-
tronomers of the early Ming China. Later, it was called Mingyi Tianwenshu
(H#FAXAXE). In this book, the Islamic star table of 30 fixed stars is
included. Interestingly, however, we noted that there are many different
versions of star tables of 30 fixed stars from the same origin (ie, Madkhal)
included in the astronomical manuscripts of the Ming and Qing Period. It
was the result that Chinese astronomers have made the star tables of the
different epoch with the different precession rate since Western astronomy
was introduced to China.

In this paper, we compare and discuss the star tables of 30 fixed stars
included in the Chinese manuscripts such as the Mingyi Tianwenshu, the
Lisuan quanshu (E¥2%) of Mei Wending (# X5, 1633-1721), and the
Huihuili-fa (B® /&%) of the Daoguang edition (Et7A&). In addition, we
discuss several evidences and calculation results that indicate a close rela-
tionship between the Seong-yo (%) of Nam Byeong Chul (#X#,
1817~1863) and the Islamic star table of 30 fixed stars (ie, B & =+ 2 ¥ F4&
/&) included in the Huihuili-fa of Daoguang edition.

Keywords. Madkhal, Kashyar ibn Labban, Mingyi Tianwenshu (FlZ# XX %),
Islamic star table of 30 fixed stars, Lisuan quanshu (BHE2%),
Mei Wending (# X %), Huihuili-fa (®1® &%), Seong-yo (%),
Nam Byeong Chul (%% #)



