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Eighteenth and Nineteenth Century Korean Medicine
Viewed through Medical Case Writings

Attitudes toward Medical Knowledge in the Process of
Practicing Medicine

YI Kiebok (Seoul National University)

Abstract. This paper attempts to examine some ways medical knowledge was brought into
practices, and also addresses its implications as a conclusion. Relying not merely on
categorical medical texts in general but rather on medical case writings %44, | inquire
into how doctors incorporated their practice-based knowledge with text-based theories -
with what attitudes doctors mobilized their medical knowledge and in what ways they
made diagnoses and composed prescriptions - in 18th and 19th century Joseon Korea.
Exploration of the four medical case writings under our investigation leads to the
following: in the 18th century, a doctor showed a process in which the then-received
medical knowledge 1777 was deployed with conviction and put into use in the hands-on
clinical practice, which arguably reflects his being connected to the metropolis-based
bureaucratic experts network; in the 19th century, noticeably in the provincial regions
away from the technical officials network, there emerged some doctors who kept
themselves at a distance from predecessors’ knowledge and began to make their own ideas
and experiences into a working knowledge, consequently speaking out for themselves.

Key Words: Korean Medicine in 18-19c, Medical Case Writing, Practice, Knowledge,
Yi Suki, Jang Taekyeong, Eun Suryong, Yi Jema



