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The Ideas about Machines and Mechanics
in the Seventeenth—Century China:
Wang Zheng's Characterization and Justification of
the Study of Machines and Mechanics
in the Qigi Tushuo
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ABSTRACT

In various prefatory and introductory materials occupying many pages of the Qigi tushuo

ZyesEFE, a book on Western machines, Wang Zheng T (1571-1644) laid our his
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ideas about machines and mechanics. These pages contain discussions of the importance and
value of the subject of the book, and show his efforts to legitimize the knowledge of
machines and mechanics, which he called “the study of Zy” (liyi zhi xue JJ2£2 £ In
doing that he had to deal with two problems: 1) the problem for a Confucian gentleman
to study machines, the “g/ #%”, in spite of the general Confucian sentiment that
“gentlemen are not ‘g %, mere tools” (Junzi bugi 1 a%); 2) the problem of dealing
with knowledge that clearly came from the “Western barbarians.” This paper discusses how
he dealt with these problems and tried to establish “the study of /yi” as a respectable and

legitimate subject of study.
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