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The Chollima Movement and Mobilization of
Healthcare Workers, 1956-1961

KO Yohan (Seoul National University)
KIM Ock-Joo (Seoul National University)
JUNG Junho (Seoul National University)

Abstract. In the late 1950s, the Chollima Movement began as a means to
overcome economic constraints facing North Korea. From 1957 to 1960,
with mass mobilization through the Chollima movement, North Korea
managed to complete the first Five-year National Development Plan ahead
of schedule, which was originally planned to be completed in 1961. From
this experience, the Chollima Movement became a distinct ideology of
North Korea. As stated in Article 13 of the Constitution (1972), the Chollima
Movement was a broad ideology that applied not only to economic pro-
duction but also to all social sectors. Before the Chollima Movement, the
major role of healthcare workers was to maximize labor capacity. However,
as healthcare workers were actively mobilized into industrial fields, their
duty shifted from supporting labor to monitoring workers and active par-
ticipation in the Chollima Movement. Also, close medical monitoring by
healthcare workers allowed the Workers’ Party to intervene in industrial
workers outside the factory. From 1959, healthcare workers became active
participants in the Chollima Movement and Technical Innovation. This
movement maximized the availability of healthcare resources that allowed
the implementation of a socialized healthcare system in North Korea from
1961.

Keywords. Chollima Movement, healthcare workers, mobilization, North
Korea, technical innovation, labor capacity



