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The Compilation of World Geography Wisa (&%)
and the Utilization of its Sources in the Late 18™
Century

PYUN Sori (Kyung Hee University)

Abstract. This article analyzes the principles of compilation and source uti-
lization in Wisa, a late eighteenth-century world geography treatise that
sought to integrate the Xiantian (28X, Prior Heaven) cosmological frame-
work with mathematical astronomy derived from the Zhoubi (J]%%).
Conceived by Seo Myeong-eung (%4 /§) and completed by Seo Yu-gu (%
# %), Wisa grounded geographical knowledge in celestial order, expressed
through latitude. Its core lies in a latitudinal system of regional classi-
fication, implemented through analytical categories such as Geug-wi (#%#%,
Polar Altitudes, quantifying latitude) and Hwangjeok-gyeong (% #4&, Solar
Altitudes, calculating seasonal day/night length). Drawing on Western car-
tographic and geographical sources, including Matteo Ricci’s Kunyu
Wanguo Quantu (3432 ¥ B42), as well as Chinese classical texts, the com-
pilers collated and recalibrated geographical data. This synthesis of
Western astronomical knowledge with the indigenous Xiantian system re-
veals both the intellectual ambitions and methodological constraints of the
project, ultimately reconfiguring geographical description within an astro-
nomical and calendrical order aimed at interpreting the Yugong (%R&).

Keywords: Wisa (# %), Seo Myeong-eung (4 /8), Seo Yu-gu (#h# %),
latitude, Geug-wi (#:4%), Hwangjeok-gyeong (F#4&)



