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negotiate with hostile or indifferent people to
keepthecalendricalprojectalive, Itislikelythat
much of Li's standpoint had been prescribed by
Xu,

Much has recently been revealed of the
syncretistic attitudes of Xu and his prominent
contemporary converts, ® They are suggested
to have influenced Matteo Ricciin the formula-
tion of FuTu-lun, By close examination, it can
be seen that these two arguments share the
same basic structure, and the same practical
purposes, too, Figurism, alater variation of Fu
-ru-lun, revealsevenmorestrikingresemblanc-
es to Xi-vi-dong-yuan-lun,
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6) Important works in this direction include J, Gernet, Chine ¢f Chriskianisme(1982) and N, Standaert (PHHR L 13), THRES—WAKTHIE
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