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Charles E. Rosenberg, The Cholera Years: The United States in 1831, 1849,
and 1866. Chicago: University of Chicage Press, 1962, 1987. 276 pp.
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In this general sense, Thomas Kuhn’s work did help mark a new era in
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the way we have come to think about formal knowledge in general and
science in particular. Science, technology, and medicine have become
subjects of debate, research, and criticism, not only in terms of their so-
cial and economic impact, an area of accustomed concern to generations
of scholars, but in terms of their internal life as well. Nevertheless, the
influence of The Structure of Scientific Revolutions can only be under-
stood as part of a broader cultural-political movement that has brought
science into the realm of the temporal, the contingent, and the
negotiated. Even more generally, Kuhn’s work was part of a movement
that made science a formidable component of establishment culture in
an era when every aspect of that culture was being subjected to an anti-
authoritarian, delegitimating cultural criticism; it is no accident that an
interdisciplinary approach called cultural studies came into being during
this period —and that this newly self-conscious field saw science, like ev-
ery other area of cultural activity, in its relation to power, class, and

gender.!
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