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© 4L 1652 15 22 0 67
5AF) 1653 71 14 0 82
61(ZA) 1654 45 17 0 59
A 24 582 277 16 841
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Portent Records in Jaigo
and Its Meaning in Seventeenth-century Korea

KYUNG Seokhyeon (Daegu National Science Museum)

Abstract. Jacigo $$F% includes portent records for 841 days, from the second
month, 1624 to the ninth month, 1655. The records are divided into the follow-
ing two types: portent records from Gwansanggam E5% and those from local
government offices. While the movements of the moon and the stars appeared
most frequently among Gwansanggam portent records, natural disasters and ab-
normal weather received the highest attention among the local portent records.
In addition to the natural phenomena, Jaeigo also includes 16 entries about hu-
man affairs. They are particularly noteworthy because most of these records are
related to the national crises in the seventeenth century. For example, the first
article in Jaeigo is about Yi Gwal’s Z55& Rebellion. We can also find many en-
tries relating to the First Manchu Invasion of Korea in 1627. The arrangement
of years in King Injo {Zjil period is also notable, because this reveals that
Jaeigo was not simply a record of natural phenomena but that of portents that
were in association with human affairs.

Due to the intentional editing of the records about the movement of the moon
and the stars, the quantity of these records increased. The reason why the author
of Jaeigo emphasized them was its astrological meaning, signifying rebellions,
wars, and famines.

Although the circumstances surrounding the compilation of Jaeigo are not clear,
there are some plausible guesses. The entry of the ninth month, 27" day, 1655
is the last record in Jaeigo. From this, we can surmise that Jaeigo was compiled
in the early tenth month, that year. As for the compilers of Jaeigo, there are sev-
eral possibilities. It might be compiled by Gwansanggam or by individual literati.
It is also possible that King Hyojong %% could have ordered to compile
Jaeigo. Lastly, Jaeigo might be compiled in order to urge the king’s moral
reflection. It is because kings were considered to be responsible for the portents.

Keywords. Jaeigo X FZ, portent, portent records, king’s moral reflection and
ethical responsibility.



