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The Practicalities of Late Joseon Technical
Knowledge: Practical Studies on Papermaking

LEE Jung (Ewha Womans University)

Abstract. This paper discusses the practicalities of late Joseon “practical
studies (E*%2),” focusing on the works of several scholars who produced
new knowledge about papermaking in the eighteenth and nineteenth cen-
turies: Hong Daeyong(1731-1783), Bak Jiwon(1737-1805), Bak Jega(1750-1815),
Yi Huigyeong(1745-1805), and Seo Yugu(1764-1845). These scholars showed
deep interest in this mundane technique, as could be seen through their
communication with each other. While their works touching on techniques
of producing things have been largely characterized as “empirical,”
“practical,” and “proven,” this paper argues that their method to pursue
“practical studies” and their meaning of practicalities (&) were quite differ-
ent from what we can expect from the terms “seeing and hearing (JLH),”
and “proving by experience (#5).” Their main way of “seeing and hearing”
was through texts that helped them know the right way of the ideal sage
rule, and their “proving” was to confirm their informed faith in the right
ways proven in previous texts. The practicalities that they obtained and
aimed were thus not through the actual observations of technical realities
in Joseon papermaking, but mostly through their intellectual politics.

Keywords. Practical Studies, papermaking, technical knowledge, empirical
methods, Northern Learning



