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ON THE DEPARTURE OF
MR. ROCKWELL.

Farewell, farewell, thou precious clay,
Once love's warm home. God spare the sail
That speeds thy way; nor rock, nor gale
Disturb thy peace. Farewell, for aye.

The native land regains its share,

As heaven owns the heavenly part;
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While Chosen claims the loving heart,

Its last faint pulse, its last full prayer.

The Jesus’ story sweetly told,
In Hermit Land, alas, how late,
Had never truer advocate

On fertile plain or mountain bold.

The Christ-like life, the light divine
In darkness drear like beacon star,
Had never glory shed afar

On earth to give a clearer sign.

Poor Chosen! Poorer far since friend
Of poor enriched their heaven. Blind,
Deaf-mute, and telpless human kind

Were his to love, were his to tend.

His kindly counsel freely sought,
By three score years of life proved true,
Shall be no more; nor clearer view

Of God and heaven, nearness brought.

Through tears and years may loss prove gain,
As we, inspired by life complete,
With love the tale of love repeat;
Like him aspire, like him attain.
Rev. W. Carl Rufus.
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