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Determination of the Orientation of
Chomsongdae Square Foundation Stone
and the Use of Chomsongdae as an
Astronomical Observatory

Nha Il-Seong

Yonsei University Observatory

ABSTRACT

The present study is aimed at discussing two subjects which are currently hot issues among schol-
ars. The first of these subjects is a measurement of the deviation of the structure's square founda-
tion stone fromthe meridian at that place. The measured deviation turned out to be 19 degree which
is even larger than previously assumed. Is this deviation really evidence that the structure should not
be considered an astronomical observatory? Of course not. The reason for this is given.

The second subject considered is the type of use made of the Chomsongdae for astronomical pur-
poses. Many people are arguing that the upper enclosure of the structure does not seem to have en-
ough space for observational work to be done. The size of the space may be too small for the use of
large instruments, but too small for the use of large instruments, but the opposite conclusion would
also be concievable, if one makes the simple assumption that ancient astronomers kept a continual
watch of the sky, day and night, without using any sophisticated tools.

In dealing with ancient remains like Chomsongdae one should take great care not to treat them in
terms of our modern scene. There exists at least a 1300 year gap between then and now!
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TABLE 1. Statistics of astronomical events recorded.

Number of records*

Type of =D - B 5 boii ¥
phenomenon 705yrs 678vrs 992yrs 288yrs
H fr 11 26 29 10
H oL £ #% 0 2 17 14
HOfE & 0 0 2 1
Ho#% v R 2 ] 1 i
FLFRHE AL i Y 2 2 4 3
W 4 %) 1 3 4 3
E3 3 2 1 6 5
H e 8 15 29 17
EN Bk 0 1 4 3
H H 4 1 i 1 3 3
m i 0 | ? 4 4
fEn Bii 5 5 32 27
gt ) 2 4 6 0
Total 34 62 141 91
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