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KIM Yung Sik

Professor Nakayama concentrated his atte-
ntion on the ways the ancient astronomical -
records can be used in the present day. He®
talked about three kinds of uses. The first is
application to astronomy, mainly for determ-
ination of astronomical parameters. The sec-
ond application is to historical and archaeol-
ogical dating, which could be very accurate
with errors of less than a day, something
unthinkable in the common methods like C!
dating. The third application that Professor-
Nakayama discusses is to understanding cul-
tural exchanges between different cultures.
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For, if two different cultures use a same set
of astronomical parameters and computation
methods, it could be a proof that there were
cultural interactions between the two cultur-
es, which include astronomy. Using this me-
thod Neugebauer, for example, maintains that
the Chinese astronomy developed independe-
ntly from the Babylonian astronomy that
influenced the entire area to the west of In-
dia. This is a very interesting discussion. It
shows that studies of the ancient astronomi-
cal records can be useful for archaeology and
general cultural history as well as astronomy
itself. Of course we have known about these
uses of the astronomical records. But Profes-
sor Nakayama has listed and discussed them
neatly and systematically and with particular
attention to Chinese astronomical records.

I have nothing to add to or criticize on
this. I would like simply to add a point, wh-
ich is bound to become what we would call
“snake’s legs(#tf/2)”. I am even sure that
Professor Nakayama will completely agree
with me, because he mentioned in the begin-
ning that he does not discuss the intellectual
historical approach, which is not unique to
history of astronomy. The point is that the
uses Professor Nakayama discussed are prac-
tical uses of the ancient astronomical records
and are secondary, or incidental, ones. The
more important and primary use, Or purpose,
must be the understanding of the ancient
astronomy, the ancients’ conception of the
world in general, and the method they used
and the degree of sophistication they reached
in this branch of their knowledge. And as
historians of science these aspects will remain
to be our major concern when we study the
ancient astronomical records, as the works
of Professor Yabuuti and of Professor Naka-
yvama himself have shown.
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Professor Park Seong-Rae presented anot-
her extremely interesting discussion of the
political uses, or abuses, of the portent rec-
ords, this time in early Choson period. Disc-
ussions of portent records are always intere-
sting because they deal with strange pheno-
mena or with interesting interpretations of
some phenomena which may not appear str-
ange to us at the present time. But it is also
very important.because portents are usually
phenomena which lie on the boundaries bet-
ween what people think natural and supern-
atural. Therefore, understanding the ways
people viewed and interpreted these phenom-
ena can throw light on their conception abo-
ut what is natural and about the phenomena
and objects in the natural world.

On Professor Park’s discussion itself I will
only raise a question, mainly on his use of
the term “Confucian Portentology,” but indi-
rectly also on his interpretation. To me what
Professor Park calls “Confucian Portentology”
represents more of the ideas of the Han
Confucians like Tung Chung-shu than those
of the quite rationalistic Sung Neo-Confucians
of the Chu Hsi School, whose philosophy the
early Choson adopted. Some of the reactions
of the early Choson kings that Professor
Park narrated sound more like the supersti-
tious practices which the Neo-Confucians like
Chu Hsi deplored. (And I wonder if this
may have something to do with the Buddhist
inclinations of these early Choson kings.) On
the other hand the attitude of King Yonsan
that Professor Park quoted appear more con-
gruent to the Neo-Confucian conception of
nature and portents. My question, then, is
this: Is it not possible to see the gradual
decline of what Professor Park calls “Confu-
cian Portentology” as the gradual rise of the
“Neo-Confucian Portentology”?
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