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Some Problems in the Study
of the Science - Religion
Relationship in Tradi-
tional China

Kim Yung Sik

Seoul National University

In the West, both science and religion were
important elements in society, and it is natu-
ral that the two should have interacted in
various ways. Moreover, the objects of the
Western science and religion, Nature and
God, were inherently linked to each other in
that the former was believed to have been
created by the latter. Thus we see many
instance in the Western history in which
science and religion came to touch each other,
generating significant influences in the devel-
opment of each of them. But in China, neither
science nor religion was very important in
any period. Nor was there, in their ideas
of science and religion, such an obvious link
Study of the
in this situation has

between the two. “science-

religion” relationship
often tended to look for tenuous, or even
imaginary, links and influences between the
two elements that themselves were not impo-
rtant in their own context. For example, the
role of Taoism for the Chinese scientifc dev-
elopment has received an attention far beyond
what it really deserves. The influence upon

science of the “absence” of certain religious



