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Some Problems in the Study
of the Science - Religion
Relationship in Tradi-
tional China
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In the West, both science and religion were
important elements in society, and it is natu-
ral that the two should have interacted in
various ways. Moreover, the objects of the
Western science and religion, Nature and
God, were inherently linked to each other in
that the former was believed to have been
created by the latter. Thus we see many
instance in the Western history in which
science and religion came to touch each other,
generating significant influences in the devel-
opment of each of them. But in China, neither
science nor religion was very important in
any period. Nor was there, in their ideas
of science and religion, such an obvious link
Study of the
in this situation has

between the two. “science-

religion” relationship
often tended to look for tenuous, or even
imaginary, links and influences between the
two elements that themselves were not impo-
rtant in their own context. For example, the
role of Taoism for the Chinese scientifc dev-
elopment has received an attention far beyond
what it really deserves. The influence upon

science of the “absence” of certain religious
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elements, also, has been among the more fre-
quently discussed topics. These, of course, led
to much interesting explanation of various
particular ways Chinese scientific knowledge
developed, or failed to develop. But they raise
problems as well.

The present paper discusses mainly these
problems. But it also raises other problems
that come up when the “science - religion” rel-
ationship is studied in the context of traditio-
nal China. It indicates, among other things,
that not only is the “science - religion” relatio-
nship culture - dependent but also is what we
mean by “science - religion relationship.”

The Central Institute of
Industry, Korea, 1946 - 1961

SONG Sang-yong
Hallym University

The Central Institute of Industry, Korea
has a history of over one hundred years. It
can be traced back to Chonhwan’'guk, a comb-
ination of the Bureau of Mint and Governm-
ent Printing Office which was established by
the government of Choson in 1883 and lasted
until 1904, Two years later the government
started Technical School.

After the annexation of Korea to Japan in
1910, the Japanese Colonial Government crea-
ted the Central Research Laboratory in 1912
and put Technical School under its control.
After World War II the Laboratory survived,
but its name underwent a change three times.

The Central Institute of Industry covers 15
years starting with the U.S. military rule,
through the establishment of Korcan goven-
ment in the south in 1948, the Korean War
from 1950 to 1953, and the overthrow of Rhee
Syngman tegime in 1960 and ending with the
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military coup in 1961. It is the most import-
ant and glorious period in its long history.

Korea was liberated from the Japanese col-
onial rule in 1945, It had had an affluent her-
itage of traditional science which ended with
the fall of Chosdon Dynasty. However, the
Korean science had to start almost out of not-
hing after the vacuum of 35 years. The Japa-
nese extremely discouraged the Koreans to be
trained in science and technology. As a result,
there were about one thousand engineers who
were educated at a junior college level and
less than one hundred scientists with univer-
sity degrees when the Japanese left Korea. In
physics, for example, there were only three
Ph. D. holders, two from the United States, one
from Japan and ten with bachelor’s.

The Central Research Laboratory was one
of very few assets Korea inherited from the
Japanese colonialists. It was taken over by
Ahn Tong Hyuk who had been the only high
ranking Korean engineer in the Laboratory
before the liberation. He was a graduate of
Keijo Technical College which was closely
associated with the Laboratory and later of
Applied Chemistry Department, Kyushyu Im-
perial University in Japan.

When it was reshuffled and started anew as
the Central Institute of Industry in 1946, Ahn
could recruit 146 staffs of which 41 were engi-
neers and 44 were technicians. The Institute
consisted of 4 sections, namely, Applied Che-
mistry, Dyeing and Weaving, Ceramics, Ana-
lysis and Brewing, and later Mechanical Eng-
ineering and Food Industry were added. It
did not confine itself to carrving out .the ind-
ustrial tests and research as the predessor
did. It aimed at establishing the foundation
of science and technology and at developing
industry. Ahn, Director of the Institute, if not

materialized, contemplated a huge plan to



