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Some Aspects to the Debate on
Scientific Tradition in Japan

Sagami Women's University Fumihiko SATOFUKA

During the last decade there has been a
debate on the nature of Japanese science and
its traditional potential My Forum addresses
itself to aspects of this discussion on Japanese
{radition locating it in a lager civilization
conlext and posing questions on the social
conditions for Japanese tradition, My Forum
cover the basic outline of this debate, social
nature of scientific tradition in Japan, the
social arrangement on the introduction of
Western science and technology to Japan and
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the lager social roots of scientific tradition,

The concern for scientific tradition has been
expressed at different levels of Japanese
society, These discussions have highlighted
certain areas where scientific tradition
considered to be lacking, These include the
school system, the university structure as well
as the laboratory world,

For example, in an opinion survey techn—
ologists in the private sector of Japan were
questioned about the comparative state of
Japanese technology, 20% thought it was the
best in the world, 70% thought it was in the
top class, whilst the remainder thought that
it was lagging behind (Recruit 1985), The
same sample when questioned about the
originality of Japanese technolgoy were firm
on the lack of originality; 12% said there was
an absolute lack of originalitiy, whilst 50%
saying there was a tendency towards a
lack,

Further a report by the Ministry of Intern-
ational Trade and Industry and by the Man-
Power Needs Committee (MIT], quoted in
Dore 1986) called for the need to redouble
efforts in originality, This report recalled that
past development was based on import of
technology which path was also now being
successfully followed by newly industrializing
countries who were now posing a competition
to Japan, Therefore the report suggests “the
promotion of R & D and high levels of tradition
and originality as an essential precondition”
(ibid) . Similar views were echoed by writers
and commentators of Japanese industry and
scientific establishments,



